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Rice Harvest 
Summer 1982 

It has been our pleasure to work with our 
area farmers throughout the year. Now, at this 
time of harvest, as they begin to reap the fruits 
of their labors. We wish them continued success. 

The First 
National Bank 

Eajjle Lake, Texas • 2H-2504 

• Member F.D.I.e. 

BUealiligtit 
Our Classified Pages 
TIdp you Buy or Sell ^ 
Used Farm Equipment 

234-2783 

United Electric 
Motors 

El Campo 
Sales - Rewind - Repairs 

713-543-2218 

D.R. 
Wintermann 

Seed Rice 

af I® Traitor Parfii 
TRUCK AND TRAILER BRAKES 
AXLE AND WHEEL HARDWARE 

P.O. Box 666 
Eagle Lake, Texas 77434 

1505 East Main 
234-3757 

AshbyOil 
Company 

Eagle Lake 

234-2730 

Commercia 
blectrlc 

industrial-Commercial 
Residential 

John R. Torres, Owner 
Eagle Lake 

234-2524 
717 East Main 

Rice V 
Industries, 

Inc. 
us 90A East 

234-2572 

JOHN Df tRf 

John D M I * THon dMtgn hondlM r»** 
grain wtth Md 9lo«M 

From the header lo the grain tank John 
Deere Titans are designed lo get the mo«t out 
ol your grain Qeldi 

Eagle Lake Implement Co. 
Hwy.90AEut Eagle Lake 

234-5524 

W.A. Virnau 
&Sons, Inc. 

M F 
Massey Ferguson 

1537Hwy.36N.,Sealy 
Box 818 
713-885-3549 or 391-3949 

Direct Line 
to Sealy 
234-3665 

FM3013 
Eagle Lake 

234-5312 

, ^ V ANDERSON ^ M B 

flgnCh«m 
SI 5 EAST MAIN 

EAGIE LAKE, TEXAS 77434 

Supplying all your 
.Agricultural FertilizerancL 

Chemical needs 

7/3-234-3593 JSlSE.Main 

Broesche^s 
Restaurant 

201 Boot he Drive 
Eagle Lake 

Charlotte & Butch Broesche, Owners 
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Rice harvest underway 
By VIM CARBONA 

F{«'Kardl(>ss of whom you 
•may ask. invariably the 
answer is that harvest 
itself IS one of the simplest 
procedures m farming. The 
challefiKP lies in the 
preparation of the soil and 
in upkeep. 

"Vou have to keep 
wrtrkinK ll"" *"'! during the 
winter to k«>p the grass 
down until the spring." 
says Henry Sunderman. In 
the early part of spring the 
ground is broken up and 
•plowed, called crosswork 
plowing. I^'vies then are 
built, the mounds control 
water flow. If one side of 
the field has a more 
pronounced till, the levies 
prevent the water from 
overflowing to lower land. 
The ground is worked on. 
over the levies, until it is 
time to plant, and then the 
levies are rebuilt 

"Once you are ready t<5 
plant, you have to make 
certain of your fertilizer, 
and other checks, iii the 
first part of March." said 
Sunderman. "This crop 

was planted on the 11th of 
March. It takes about one 
week to come up. After the 
rice is a month to six 
weeks old, the fields are 
fl(H>ded until harvest. It's 
approximately one hun­
dred days before it's ready 
for harvest. Of course, it 
all depends on the 
weather: if it's hot it's 
quicker, and if it's cold it 
takes a bit longer." 

The hard part to judge, 
according to Sunderman, is 
when it is ready lo 
harvest when the farmer 
begins Lo drain the fields. 

"To judge," said Sunder­
man with a smile, "it has to 
be moist on the lower half 
of the head and dry on the 
upper." To demonstrate, 
he pulled up a head and 
squeezed one pf the lower 
grains..."See the milky 
substance'.' That shows you 
the moislness. If its too 
moist you re too early." 

Once it is determined-
thai the rice is at the right 
time, the fields are drained 
for approximately a week 
until the moisture level is 
around 20 percent. It tends 

to drop at a rate of one 
percent per day, and one 
must calculate the time 
carefully: "If you drain too 
soon, the rice will drop 
from lack of moisture and 
deteriorate." 

When the moisture level 
is at the right point (20%), 
the rice is then ready to 
harvest. The combines do 
most of the work that was 
once the hardest part of 
farming. The combine cuts 
the rice plant just below 
the head, thrashes it -leav 
ing the hull on the 
grain -and stores it in its 
bin. Combine bins hold 
about 8,000 pounds of rice. 
After a pass on the field, 
the combine pours its 
contents onto auger-carts 
which then transport the 
grain to the dryers. 

(The top-soil is four to 
six inches deep, and below 
that is a bed of clay, a hard 

i layer that prevents seep 
age. That hard part isn't 
naturally there: it ge'? 
packed in time, after years 
of working the soil. After 
harvest, about 75 days 
later, the rice plant comes 

back and produces 20 to 25 
percent again.I 

Harvesting "is not very 
hard work, you just have 
to be aware." said Glen 
Sunderman as he steered 
the combine up and down 
the field, over levies and 
back to the truck. He was 
careful to avoid the white 
birds that follow the 
combines; the birds" catch 
insects and reptiles that 
scamper in the machine's 
wake. "I try to be careful 
not lo catch the birds... 
they are real bold." His 
father. Henry,' noted that 
when he first began 
farming the land, 42 years 
agiq, the while birds 
weren't around. "I had 
problems with my ears 
because I used lo have to 
sho()t black birds all day. 
Those birds ate the rice 
grain...these white ones 
came with a storm sofrie 
years back but they are 
more help than anything 
else. Of course," he said 
smiling, "they are so bold 
that sometimes you catch 
Qne with the combine."" 

"I expect the rice to be a 

good quality this year, 
although it is still too soon 
to tell. There is always 
some good and some bad 
every year. Last year, a lot 
of people had a bad time, 
there was a lot of smut. I 
had a good year quality-
wise, but I think this year 
ril have a bigger yield," 
said Henry Sunderman. 

It's a challenge to try 
and make a profit each 
year, you have to go out 
there and watch it. It takes 
a lot of experience, but it 
has never been as bad as it 
now is. There are no 
controls now, and Arkan­
sas and other places can 
grow rice much cheaper. 
Here in Texas it is more 
expensive, you need more 
fertilizer, more soil pre­
paration, water costs 
more...'" 

"It's a hard life, you have 
to really enjoy the re­
wards. It makes me very 
proud to see a well kept 
field and a good harvest," 
said Sunderman. 

Positive aspects overconfie negative 
. . . , j , . , ^ . 

-Ibc—wnrlri nf rrime. "I was very glad U\ get—WMM—iMwe—CIMIW 
prisons and probation of­
ficers conjure up mental 
pictures, among some, of 
negative people and impos­
sible jobs to be performed. 

That is not always the 
case, points out Homer 
Kaliba, Sr., of Columbus, 
volunteer parole officer 
with the Texas Depart 
ment' of Corrections. Re 
cently, after writing a 
release letter to one 
probationer, he received a 
very rewarding reply: 

my release sup ihe other 
day," the former proba­
tioner wrote, "but most of 
all thanks a million for the 
time you spent helping me 
understand myself." 

Koliba brought a copy of 
the letter to The Headlight 
last week to share the 
information that there are 
positive aspects to many 
jbbs, never seen by t>ie 
public. 

"...I think you did what 
no other parole' officer 

continued, "when I needed 
help, you were around to 
see that I got .the help I 
needed. I mean this from 

4M—eoHtiHue te dw M you hawo,—As I sairf before, mit luu 
many people would have 
devoted their time and 
help to see a person as I 
pull through. 

iri-^^uk 

the bottom of my heart." 
Koliba worked with this 

person for two years, 
helping when called on. .At 
the end of the probation 
period, he wrote: 

"This is your release. 
You have served your time 
in TDC. I hope you will 
take my advice and 

I know that while you were 
under my parole you had a 
lot of trouble adjusting, 
but you finally did adjust 
and have turned itito a fine 
upstanding man. Any time 
I can be of help to you, 
please call on me." 

The probationer's letter 

concluded: "We came 
through this together. 
Maybe sometime when you 
are not too busy, I could 
drop by and visit with you. 
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"All I can say at this 
time is thanks. Mr. 
Koliba." 

Koliba is former state 
representative for Colora 
do. Fayette and "^TJ^trop 
counties, and now operates 
a museum from his home 
at 1124 Front St., Colum 
bus. 

I 
- \ 

L A: 


